Finding Forrester Questions

Directions:  Read the headings (in bold) for each set of questions and answer each question on another sheet of paper. Do not copy the questions. Number your answers to correspond with the questions. Write your name on both papers (this paper and your answers sheet).
Finding Forrester deals with assumptions of behavior that individuals make about each other. 

1. Forrester says, “Do you know what people are most afraid of? What they don't understand. And when we don't understand, we turn to our assumptions.” What are some of the assumptions that adults make about Jamal?

2. What do these assumptions reflect about biases related to race, class, intelligence, and honesty? Have you ever been subject to assumptions about who you are? How does one overcome these assumptions?

The plot of Finding Forrester explores a deal that Jamal makes in order to attend a private school.
3. In order to attend private school, Jamal must play on the school's basketball team. Forrester describes this situation by saying, “You get an education. They get what they want.” Is this a fair trade? Does Jamal compromise his intelligence and integrity by accepting the deal? Would the school be interested in Jamal if he was only smart and not a great basketball player?

4. By choosing to attend a private school, Jamal must leave his neighborhood and his friends behind. What are the challenges Jamal faces in leaving the friends and neighbors with whom he is comfortable? How successful is he in fitting into a new culture and society? Does Jamal betray his roots and identify by attending a private school?

Finding Forrester explores two very different types of teachers as characterized by Forrester and Crawford.

5. How is Forrester a different type of teacher than Crawford? How is their demeanor different? Does Jamal feel challenged by both teachers? Provide specific examples from the film.

6. Claire describes the teaching at the Maylor school by saying that the teachers are “not all that into student participation. They're too busy listening to themselves talk.” Is this an effective way for students to gain information and learn? What is the difference between learning and gaining information? Are both necessary in education? Which is more important?

The relationship between Jamal and Forrester is key to understanding the action of the film.
7. Are Jamal and Forrester friends and equals or a teacher and his student? What evidence from the film can you provide to support your opinion?

8. Who ends up being the “real” teacher in the film – Jamal or Forrester? Or both? What do they learn from each other? 

9. What is the message of this film?
